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child of eight years of age,, who was the only one present on this melancholy occasion. The sensation caused by his death was great, and men gave way to the worst suspicions : but all doubt was soon dispelled, and every suspicion vanished of Nuzzur Mahomed Khan's death being premeditated. It was purely accidental. The child always appeared very fond of the Nuwab. Nuzzur Mahomed was much attached to the Begum, who was then only 17 years of age, and whom he treated with unusual consideration. He not only resisted all the entreaties that were used to induce him to contract a second marriage, (145) but strictly prohibited the introduction of any young females, either as slaves, servants or otherwise, within the Mahal, or palace. The grief of the Begum since the accident was so great, as to produce her miscarriage. There was but one sentiment, that of the deepest regret, and no person sought to take advantage of the accident to promote his own interests. At a consultation of the principal chiefs, it was resolved to continue to attend to the widow and ministers of the deceased prince, till the pleasure of the
(145) That is to marry a second wife. Mahomedans are allowed, by the Koran, to have four wives ; but it is considered an honorable exception to the rule, to have only one wife. It was a proof of affection in the Nuwab to have only one wife; no doubt, some evil disposed persons wished to introduce some other wife, to divide the Nuwab's affection; and this from political reasons most probably.